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Surgical modalities for scar revision
Subcision

• Candidates: depressed scars of small area (i.e., facial scars)
• Technique: 

 Ì Insert 20g tribeveled hypodermic needle
 Ì Direct tip to the deep dermis and/or subcutaneous tissue, then maintain parallel direction 

to skin surface while moving forward and back, which utilizes sharp edges to release fibrotic 
tissue 

Simple ellipse
excision

Z-plasty

Simple ellipse excision Z-plasty

• Candidates: spread or depressed scars (poor 
wound eversion), mature scars (increased lax-
ity of neighboring skin compared to the high 
tension of newly formed scars)

• Candidates: deformations involving free 
margin (i.e., elevated, or depressed oral 
commissure)

• Serves multiple benefits: creation of irregular 
lines, redirection of scars parallel to RSTLs, 
lengthening of contracted scars

W-plasty
Geometric broken

line closure

W-plasty Geometric broken line closure

• Candidates: shorter scars (longer →  
geometric broken-line closure) 

• More extensive W-plasty
• Candidates: longer scars (shorter → W-plasty)
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